RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT

Components of the Research Paper – 100pts total
1) Topic – 1pt
2) Short Outline – 3pts
3) Detailed Outline – 3pts
4) [bookmark: _GoBack]Section 01 – 3 pages with 3 academic sources – 24pts (12pts substance, 6pts grammar, 6pts sources)
5) Section 02 – 3 pages with 3 academic sources – 24pts (12pts substance, 6pts grammar, 6pts sources)
6) Section 03 – 3 pages with 3 academic sources – 24pts (12pts substance, 6pts grammar, 6pts sources)
7) Final Paper (combines sections 1, 2, and 3 with an abstract, an introduction, three transition paragraphs, a conclusion, and a works cited page)
a. Abstract (150 – 250 words) – 1pt
b. Introduction – 1 page – 5pts substance, 3pts grammar
c. Three transition paragraphs – 3-5 sentences each – 3pts (1pt each)
d. Conclusion – 1 page – 5pts substance, 3pts grammar
e. Work Cited page (lists the nine sources from section 1, 2, and 3) – 1pt

Topic
The topic of your paper is simply a short phrase or a sentence or two describing what you would like to explore in your paper. While it does not need to be highly specific, using a bit more specificity at this point will help in further developing the topic as you work through this process. For example, your topic could be something very simple like “drug policy.” Unfortunately, because this is so broad, it does not provide much information about what the paper would be discussing, e.g., which drugs are being addressed? All, some or just one? What type of policy? Increasing penalties for using drugs? For distributing drugs? A better topic would be something like, “The impact of decriminalization of recreational marijuana use.” This topic is still very broad but provides far more definition than “drug policy.” This topic narrows the focus to a single drug – marijuana. It also suggests that the focus will be on the effects of decriminalizing the recreational use of the drug.



Short Outline
The short outline is a simple three to four-point guide of the major points of the paper. These three to four points are the main ideas that will constitute your paper. The following is an abstract example of the short outline and then a substantive example of the short outline.

Abstract Example:

Paper Topic

I. First substantive point to be covered.
II. Second substantive point to be covered.
III. Third substantive point to be covered.

Substantive Example:

A discussion of the John Locke’s political philosophy

I. John Locke’s ideas on natural rights.
II. John Locke’s idea of the social contract.
III. The supremacy of the legislature in John Locke’s system of government.



Detailed Outline
The detailed outline expands the short outline by adding three to four sub-points to each of the three to four major paper points. Each of these sub-points would be expanded into one or more paragraphs in the actual paper to form the substance of the paper. The following is an abstract example of the detailed outline and then a substantive example of the detailed outline.

Abstract Example:

Paper Topic

I. First substantive point to be covered.
a. Substantive material related to point I.
b. Substantive material related to point I.
c. Substantive material related to point I.

II. Second substantive point to be covered.
a. Substantive material related to point II.
b. Substantive material related to point II.
c. Substantive material related to point II.

III. Third substantive point to be covered.
a. Substantive material related to point III.
b. Substantive material related to point III.
c. Substantive material related to point III.

Substantive Example:

A discussion of the John Locke’s political philosophy

I. John Locke’s ideas on natural rights.
a. How do people exist in a state of nature.
b. What rights do people possess according to Locke in the state of nature.
c. What are the threats to our rights in the state of nature.

II. John Locke’s idea of the social contract.
a. How does the social contract come into existence.
b. What do people gain by being a party to the social contract.
c. How do people beyond the prime movers become party to the social contract.
d. How or can someone dissolve the social contract according to Locke.

III. The supremacy of the legislature in John Locke’s system of government.
a. What are the different branches of government according to Locke.
i. Describe the executive branch.
ii. Describe the federative branch.
iii. Describe the legislative branch.
b. Why does the legislative branch take precedence.
c. What are the threats of a purely majoritarian system.

Section 01
This section is where you take your first major body point and its three to four sub-points from the detailed outline and turn it into the actual first section of your paper. This section only needs to be three pages long (double spaced). Provided you have three sub-points to your main point, if you write two half-page paragraphs for each of your sub-points you will have this section completed.

Please note that you should cite a minimum of three academic sources in this section. What is an academic source? 

Academic sources, also called scholarly sources, are sources which can include books, academic journal articles, and published expert reports. The content in academic sources has usually been peer-reviewed, which means that it’s been reviewed by experts on its topic for accuracy and quality before being published. Study.com; please see the following video for help with academic sources: https://study.com/academy/lesson/academic-sources-definition-examples-quiz.html

For your reference the following are not considered academic sources: web sites, wiki’s, newspapers, magazines.

A good place to find academic sources like peer-reviewed journal articles is JSTOR. To access JSTOR go to the USA Marx Library home page. Under ‘Library Resources’ in the upper left hand corner select ‘Databases & e-Reference’. At the top of the page select the letter ‘J’. The last entry under ‘J’ is for JSTOR. Click on JSTOR to be taken to their search page. In addition to being able to enter search terms, you can narrow your search by selecting ‘Articles’ and under ‘Journal Filter’ you can select which type of journals to search through. Selecting either ‘Political Science’ and/or ‘Public Policy & Administration’ are both good filters to use to find articles about your topic.

Another good place to look for tips on finding scholarly journal articles is this USA Marx library libguide: http://libguides.southalabama.edu/articles. The following libguide is also useful for demonstrating both what counts as peer-reviewed and what does not: http://libguides.southalabama.edu/peerreview.

If you quote material from a source, then you should provide a citation for that source. However, be careful with quotations. Your paper should not just be a series of quotes from other works; nor should it include lengthy quotes to substitute for you actually writing material. Instead, you should normally be paraphrasing. Paraphrasing is a process of putting someone else’s ideas into your own words. As an example, imagine relaying to a friend the plotline of a new movie or TV show you have seen. You are relaying the information about the movie/show but putting it into your own words. When writing, you still need to provide a citation to show that the ideas are not your own but you do not need to put things into quotations since you are using your own words. See the following two videos for help with paraphrasing: https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-paraphrasing-definition-examples-quiz.html, and https://study.com/academy/lesson/paraphrasing-without-plagiarism.html.

Be sure to prepare a works cited sheet for this section with detailed bibliography information on the three sources you are using (these will be how you are graded for the 6pts dealing with sources [2pts for each source]).

For section 01, when you are done and turn this section in – I will review the first page of this section and give you feedback. You should use this feedback to revise this section and to improve the next two sections you turn in.



Sections 02 & 03
These sections are similar to section 01 in that you are converting the elements of your detailed outline into the substance of your paper while also integrating your academic sources. See the description of section 01 for how to complete these sections.

Final Paper
The final paper brings everything you have done so far together. The first thing you should do for this section is to write the Introduction. The introduction should provide tell readers what you are about to talk about in your paper and why it is important. A good introduction should stimulate the reader’s interest in the topic by making it relevant and timely to the reader. Somewhere in the introduction, you should specifically state the three to four main body points highlighted in your short outline. Doing this, specifically tells the reader that you are going to talk about I, II, and III. Your paper will then, of course, go on to discuss I, II, and III.

The next thing you should write is your conclusion. The conclusion provides a bit of summary regarding what you have written – e.g., I, II, and III. However, it is also your opportunity to make a final case for why this topic and the sub-topics you have chosen are important or significant.

You should now prepare your transition paragraphs. Since you have written your main body sections in isolation, you generally will need a short paragraph either at the end of a section or beginning of the next section to signal the transition in topic. These paragraphs do not necessarily carry much substance but typically indicate why you are shifting from one topic (body point) to another.

Next, you should prepare your abstract. You should do this after writing the introduction because many people become confused and think that the abstract is either the introduction itself or part of the introduction – it is not. An abstract is typically 150-250 words in length. The abstract reviews what the paper talks about in each of its main body points and also points out the major conclusion(s) of the paper. As such, each of your main body points from your short outline should be mentioned as well as information from the conclusion as to why any of this material is important and/or matters.

Now you should prepare your works cited sheet. On this sheet, you will list all of the references used in each of the three sections of the paper. At a minimum therefore you should have nine sources listed. Place the sources in overall alphabetical order (not the order they were listed in for each section’s work cited page).

Finally, come up with a title for your paper. The title should be interesting and catchy to get the readers interest.
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